L inkin

hen asked to combine

two historic log struc-
tures into a weekend retreat,
David Haresign of Bonstra
Haresign Architects wasn't sure
how to put together the puzzle.
Still, he welcomed the oppor-
tunity. The first piece of the
project, a 1794 toll keeper's log
cabin and its 1856 clapboard
addition, was already in place
on the western slope of Job-
ber’s Mountain in Virginia. The
second piece was the “chestnut
log cabin,” a former slave quar-
ters originally located on Mount
Joy Farm in Maryland. After
its dismantled logs were cata-
loged, stripped, and cleaned,
Haresign decided they would
be the focus of the design. New
and reclaimed locally sourced
wood, stone, hardware, and
steel fabrication filled in the rest
of the puzzle. Extruded poly-
styrene was inserted between
the timbers and covered with
colored mortar to simulate the
original mud chinking. New
windows were set in frames
scribed to fit the irregularities
of the log walls. From the
exterior, the cabins retain their
original character, but the inte-
rior has been reinterpreted.
For more about the cabin, visit
www.finehomebuilding.com/
blog/square-one.
—NMaureen Friedman

The original toll keeper’s cabin
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: S
Updated interior. Floors
between the cabins were
removed to create the
dramatic 20-ft. to 25-ft.
ceilings. The former slave
cabin is now the living
room and kitchen, with

a sleeping loft above

the kitchen.

The slave cabin
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